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Exotic pet bug begins to bite

Injuries from exotic pets ranging from powerful predators and venomous or poisonous animals to more subtle threats from toxic fish, amphibians and invertebrates amount to a small but increasingly significant problem. A new study, published in the latest issue of the Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine entitled ‘Injuries, envenomations and stings from exotic pets’, examined recorded data from NHS Health Episode Statistics for England 2004-2010.  The findings showed that exotic pet injuries result in an average of over 300 hospitalisation days per year in England alone.

NHS categories of injuries included: bitten or struck by crocodile or alligator; bitten or crushed by other reptiles; contact with venomous snakes and lizards; contact with scorpions. The most common cause of injuries between 2004 and 2010 were categorised as ‘bitten or crushed by other reptiles’ involving 376 hospital admissions and 1,340 days in hospital. Given the dramatic increase in reptile keeping in recent years, a greater awareness of these injuries and their possible complications will aid clinical assessments and advice to the public.

Say report authors: 

“An increasing number of people are acquiring exotic pets like snakes, lizards and turtles, and some of these animals have robust physical attributes that can tear flesh or (in the case of some lizards and turtles) deliver crushing bites. Even a small bite or scratch can lead to infection with unusual bugs, sometimes seriously – meaning that in some cases an animal’s bacteria is worse than its bite!”
Clifford Warwick DipMedSci CBiol FRSPH FSB

“Exotic pets are a small but important cause of a wide variety of injuries to people. Our findings are conservative not least because so far we have only analyzed data on emergency hospital attendances and we have yet to analyze the habits of people attending their GPs. Also, it is likely that many other exotic pet-related injuries occur in the home without victims seeking medical attention.”

Catrina Steedman BSc(Hons) MSB

The authors conclude that some exotic pet keepers may be overly complacent, and neglect the fact that their charges are essentially wild animals ‘with intact defensive and aggressive behaviours’. 

For further information etc or to speak to the report authors, please contact:
· Clifford Warwick

· Email: cliffordwarwick@yahoo.com Phone: (from UK)  07757267369

· Phone (from outside UK) 0044 7757 267369

· Website: http://emergentdisease.org/
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